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forth anathemas. The kings crushed, whenever they
had the chance, with heavy hand. Voluntary associa-
tions sprang up to enforce the Peace and the Truce of
God, the pathetic fictions by which the eleventh century
had endeavoured, if not to heal its wounds, at least to
prevent their spreading into a general disease. After
the Lateran council of 1179 had formally excommuni-
cated the Brabangons, Bragmanni, Cotteraux, or by what-
ever malicious or barbarous name they should be called,
a new zest was given to the war of God in which the
blood-stained brigands were put down without mercy by
the sword. At Notre Dame de Puy en Yelai, a famous
centre of pilgrimage, a carpenter named Durand had a
vision which bade him raise a new society to check the
outrages and bring back the peace of God. Bishops
and clerks, barons and their vassals, listened to him
with amazement and conviction. The Society of the
Brothers of God's Peace, or White Hoods, sprang up,
which first set itself to make peace in Southern Gaul,
and then to suppress at the sword's point the bands of
murderers from whom every district had suffered. As
patron of such societies, as general champion of the poor
clerks and the oppressed peasants, the king had a great
opportunity, and Philip took advantage of it to the full
A survey of the position of the monarchy during the
years 1180 to 1223 shows that it advanced not merely
by conquest and political intrigue, but by the natural
growth of institutions, by the influence of a philosophy
which sought for a representative of abstract unity, and
by the progress of commerce which looked to the crown
for support and privilege. Philip called himself the
Protector of the Church and of the People, as well as